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Unapologetically Pro-Torah
Unashamedly Pro-lsrael
Irrevocably Zionist

Our Beliefs

Summary Statement
We stand by these basic Biblical truths:

* We believe in only one true and living G-d as declared in the Sh'ma (Devarim [Deuteronomy] 6:4),
Who is Echad (one, a compound unity), and Who eternally and simultaneously and distinctly exists
as G-d the Father (Abba), G-d the Son (HaBen Yeshua), and G-d the Holy Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh)
(Yesha'yahu [Isaiah] 48:16-17, B'resheet [Genesis] 1:1-2, Sh'mot [Exodus] 3:6, Mishle [Proverbs] 30:4,
Ephesians 4:4-6).

* We believe in Messiah Yeshua’s deity (Yesha'yahu [Isaiah] 9:6, Yochanan [John] 1:1-4,10-14), His
virgin birth (Yesha'yahu [Isaiah] 7:14), His sinless life, His atoning death (Yesha'yahu [Isaiah] 53,
Tehillim [Psalms] 22), His bodily resurrection, His ascension, and His future return in power and
glory to rule the world from the throne of his ancestor David.

* We believe that the whole Bible — consisting of both the TaNaKh (so-called “Hebrew Scriptures”)
and the Ketuvei HaShalichim (Apostolic Scriptures) — is the one and only inspired, infallible, and
authoritative Word of G-d (Tehillim [Psalms] 119:89, Mishle [Proverbs] 30:5-6, 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

* We believe in G-d’s eternal covenant with Avraham, Yitzhak (Isaac), and Ya'akov (Jacob), and with
Ya'akov’s descendants forever. We therefore unconditionally stand with and support the Jewish
people and the State of Israel, and hold fast to the Biblical heritage of our forefathers.

* We further believe that the Messianic Restoration Movement is the beginning of the fulfillment of
the Biblical prophecies concerning the Restoration of Israel that will be completely fulfilled in the
Messianic Age, when HaMelech Yeshua HaMashiach will reign physically on earth from His throne
in Jerusalem, and that it is also the beginning of the fulfillment of the prophecies in Zekharyah
[Zechariah] chapters 6 and 9 concerning the Gentiles who will worship alongside the Jews in the
Temple of HaShem (see especially 8:20-23), which will also be completely fulfilled in the Messianic
Age.
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Short Statement Of Our Beliefs

WE BELIEVE:

Our Beliefs

THE BIBLE , consisting of both the ancient
HebrewTaNaKh (an acronym foforah [Law or
more accuratejyDivine Instruction], Nevi'im
[Prophets], Ktuvim [Writings]) and the later

writings of the Shliachim (Apostles) — variously
known as the “B’rit Hadasha,” “New Covenant,”
or “New Testament” — is the only infallible and

authoritative word of G-diVe recognize its
divine inspiration and authoritgnd accept its

teachings as our final authority in all matters of

faith and practice (Deut. 6:4-9; Pr&:1-6; Ps.
119:89, 105; Isa. 48:12-16; Rom. 8:14-17;

Il Tim. 2:15, 3:16-17). Furthermore, we believe

that to divide the Sacrekkxt into two “books”
or “testaments” is errpand that the writings of

the Shliachim should rightfully be included as an
integral part of the Kuvim. We object to the use

of the terms “Old” and “NewTestament or

Covenant, in that the word “old” suggests that
which is obsolete or of less importance than it
originally was, and the word “new” suggests that

which supplants or has replaced something

“old.” We hold that the Creator has one, and only

one, standard of righteousness, Theah, by
which the conduct of all humankind will be
judged.

G-D —We believe that the Shema, “Hear O

Israel, the Lord our G-d, the Lord is one [echad]’
(Deut. 6:4), teaches that G-d is Echad, and is so
declared to be a united one, a composite pnity

eternally existent in plural oneness [Gen. 1:1

(Elohim: G-d); Gen. 1:26 “Let us make man in
our image”; Gen. 2:2Adam & Eve were created
to be as one flesh (basar echad)], that He is a
personal G-d who created us ( Gen. 1 & 2), and
that He exists forever in three persons: Father

(Abba), Son (Ha Ben), and Spirit (Ruach

HaKodesh), as mentioned in Romans 8:14-17

(Father Spirit, and Messiah/Son) and Matt.
28:18-20 (immersing in the Name [singullane
Name] of the FatheSon, and Holy Spirit).

A. G-D THE FATHER (Abba) — John 6:27b;

| Cor 1:3; Gal. 1:1; Re\8:5, 21; Jer3:4, 19;
31:9; Mal. 1:6; Matt. 6:9, 32; Luke 10:21-22;

C.
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John 1:14; 4:23; 5:17-26; 6:28-46; Rom. 8:14-
15.

. G-D THE SON (HaBen)
1. Goddoeshave a Son [Ps. 2; Pra30:4-6

(cf. Heb. 1); Luke 12:35-37; John 1:29-34,
49; 3:14-18].

. The Son, namedeshua (incorrectly

transliterated as “Jesus”), meaning salvation,
came to this world born of a gin [Isa. 7:14
(cf. Luke 1:30-35)].

. The Son is G-d (Deity), and is worshipped

as G-d, having existed eternally [P$011
(cf. Heb. 1:13); Isa. 9:6-7; Matt. 28:18-20;
Phil. 2:5-11; Col. 1:15-19; Re\3:21 (Heb. 1
— worshipped by angels); Ret/8, 5:5-14].

. This One is the promised Mashiach

(Messiah) of Israel [ Is. 9:6-7111; Dan. 9
(esp. verses 20-26); Isa. 53; John 1:17, 40-
41, 45, 49; Mark 8:29].

. He is the root and tfpring of David, the

bright and morning star (Num. 24:17; Rev
22:16).

. He is our Passovegthe Lamb of G-d (| Cor

5:7; Rev 5; John 1:29).

G-D THE HOLY SPIRIT (Ruach
HaKodesh)

1. Introduced in Gen. 1:2b.
2. In theTaNaKh, the Spirit of G-d came upon

individuals during the times of our
forefathers, like Moses, David (see Il Sam.
23:1-3), and the Prophets, for the specific
purposes.

3. In theApostolic Scriptures, Messiafeshua,

promised His disciples that “the Comforter”
would come to them after He was gone,
described as the Spirit ®@futh (John 14:17,
26), who was with them and would be in
them.Yeshua further declared that the Spirit
of Truth, would guide us into all truth and
would glorify Him — the Messiah — not
Himself (John 16:13-15). He empowers us
(Acts 1:8). He seals us [Eph. 1:13; 4:30 (see
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Our Beliefs

NIV and Jewish Newestament versions)].
If we have not the Spirit, we are not His
(Rom. 8:9). He leads us and teaches us
(Rom. 8:14-17). His indwelling enables us
to live a G-dly life Acts 2:38 says, “Repent,
be immersed, and receive the Holy Spirit.”

MAN

A. Created in the image of G-d (Gen. 1:26-27),
but:

B. Through disobedience, man fell from his first
state and became separated from G-d (Gen.
2:17; 3:22-24)Therefore, according to the

Scriptures, all men are born with a sinful nature

(Ps. 14:1-3; 49:7; 53:13; Isa. 64:6; Rom. 3:9-
12, 23; 5:12).

C. Man’s only hope for redemption (salvation) is
through the atonement made by the Messiah
(Lev. 17:11; Isa. 53; Dan. 9:24-26; | Cdt5:22;
Heb. 9:1-14, 28; John 1:12, 3:36), resulting in
regeneration by the Holy SpiritifT3:5), which
is the new birth (John 3:3-8). For by grace we

are saved through faith, it is a gift of G-d (Eph.

2:8-9).

IV. RESURRECTION AND JUDGMENT

We believe in the resurrection of both the

2. Messiahs returnto the eath.

a. The Redeemer shall come to Zion (Isa.
59:20-21; Zech. 14:4).

b. Israel’s spiritual redemption (Zech. 12:8-
13:1; Rom. 1:25-27; Heb. 9:28; Jer
31:31-40; the Renewed Covenant with
Israel).

c. Israels national restoration is to recover
the remnant of His people Israel from the
four corners of the earth, and restore the
Davidic Kingdom (Isa. 1 — to re-establish
the throne and kingdom of David, which
will last forever) [Isa. 9:6-7 (cf. Luke
1:30-33); Jer23:3-8].

ISRAEL IN PROPHECY

We believe in G-& end-time plan for the nation
of Israel and for the worldh central part of
Messianic Belief is the belief in the physical and
spiritual restoration of Israel, as taught in the
ScripturesThe greatest miracle of our day has
been the re-establishment or rebirth of thees

of Israel according to prophecy (Ezek. 3431,
36-39; Hos. 3Amos 9:11-15; Zech. 12-14; Isa.
11; 43; 54; 60-62; 66; Rom111-34) (see also
Scriptures undev. THE MESSIAH).

redeemed and the lost: the former to everlasting/lIl. MESSIANIC BELIEF

life and the latter to eternal separation from G-d,

a state of everlasting punishment (Job 14:14;
19:25-27; Dan. 12:2-3; John 3:36;:25-26; Rev
20:5-6, 10-15; 21:7-8).

. THE MESSIAH — The Redeemer

The Scriptures promise two “comings” of the
Messiah:

A. First coming as Messiah b&osef
1. Promised in Dan. 9:24-26.

2. Its purpose was to make an atonement for
sin (Dan. 9:24-26; Isa. 53; Rom. 3:21-31;
Heb. 9-10; John 3:16-17).

B. Second coming as Messiah be David

1. Promised comingn the airto receive the
believers to Himselfl(Thess. 4:13-1,8John
14:1-6 |1 Cor. 15:51-57.
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A. We recognize that all Jewish people (physical

descendants @&vraham (Abraham) through
Yitz'chak (Isaac) antfa’akov (Jacob), whether
through the mothés or the fathés blood-line)
who place their faith in Isras’MessialYeshua
continue to be Jewish according to the
Scriptures (Rom. 2:28-29). Gentiles who place
their faith inYeshua are “grafted into” the
Jewish olive tree of faith (Rom1117-25),
becoming adopted sons and daughters of
Avraham (Gal. 3:28-29) and citizens of the
Commonwealth of Israel, partaking equally
with the natural-born children éfvraham,
Yitz'chak, andya’akov in theTorah, the
Covenants, and the Land of Israel.

B. We observe and celebrate the Jewish Holy Days

given by G-d to Israel, with their fulfillment in
and through MessiatieshuaWe believe that
true “Biblical Judaism,” the faith of first

Page 3 of 13



century Messianic Believers which we seekto  C. We acknowledge that the “Body of Messiah” is

practice, acknowledges the continuity of faith composed of both Jews and Non-Jews who
in the one true G-d, revealed throughout the have receivedfeshua the Messiah as the
Scriptures, and ultimately manifested in G-d’ Promised Redeemdrhe “middle wall of
Son,Yeshua the MessiaWe believe that partition” has been broken down and now we
salvation has always been “by faith,” and that worship the G-d of Israel together (I CaR:13;
works of law or righteous acts, have never Eph. 2:13-14), united as one Holy and Called-
saved anyone (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 2-6; Eph. 2:8- Out Peoplen Messiahveshua.

9; Heb. 1.:6, 39).

Doctrinal Summary
(As sated in our Constitution)

This congregation is founded upon the conviction that the Bible, as the literal Watelnof HaShem, is st

cient for all matters of faith and practice, and that the answers to all questions of church policy and procedure
to be found thereirlhe Bible, therefore, as interpreted by the Elders in accordance with a systematic methodolo
as specified beloyshall be the true Constitution of this churthe following Doctrinal Summary is fefred as a

brief overview of the major points of doctrine to which this congregation subscrteeg&lders of this congrega-
tion, as guided by Ruach HaKodesh and in keeping with valid evangelical Biblical scholarship, shall create &
maintain a separate document to be knowbDadrinal Guidelines for Conggation B’'nei HaMelechwhich is
included by reference as a part of this Constitution.

Section 1 — Concerning the Bible ical, grammatical, and intended sense; that in order to
5 correctly understood and interpreted, it must be un-
erstood and interpreted from the perspective of its

or, more accuratelyivine Instruction]Nevi'im [Proph- fhr |g|SnaI ref;:lpltents; Tat S|I_nc_e th?ﬂ?_:l'ig:)nal recllp;;e nts of
ets], K'tuvim [Writings]) and the Ketuvei e Sacredext were Jews living withiabernacle/&m-

HaShalichim (the writings of the Shliachim [Apostles] ple/Synagogue milieu, it can be only correctly interpreted

__ also known as the “B'rit Hadasha.” “New Covenant when viewed from the perspectiveTabernacle/ém-
' ‘nle/Synagogue Judaism as it existed from the Exodus

or “New Testament” — and that in its original autograp h the di | following the destructi £ 1h
— those originally hand-written by the Shliachim an roug € dispersal following the destruction ot the
econdlemple; and that it is to be accepted as the full

Nevi'im — it is the literal writtenWord of HaShem, d final authorit the Believerfaith and
absolutely inerrant and infallible in relation to any sutf2Nd final authority-over the befieveriaith and con-

ject with which it deals, and is the only infallible andUCt: Including all matters of congregational polity
authoritative word of HaShem. policy, and procedure (Deut. 6:4-9; Pr@:1-6; Ps.

119:89, 105; Isa. 48:12-16; Rom. 8:14-17Tith. 2:15,
We believe in the verbal (all the words of the Bible) angt16-17)

plenary (all the parts of the Bible) inspiration, dual ay-

thorship, and protected transmission of all Scripture, Egrtherm“ore, W? be‘l‘leve that to”d_|V|de the Sadwext
that in the Bible is to be found the full and fauiént Into two *books” or “testaments” is errcand that the

source of all divine revelatioifherefore, no other writ- writings of the Shliachim should rightfully be included

. » o . integral part of the &ivim. We object to the use
ings, “prophecies,” or other supposed revelations are"@ anin
gs. prop PP the terms “Old” and “NewTestament or Covenant,

be accepted as divinely inspired or authoritatAvé. 0 . o
teachings and all knowiedge, whatever the source, n hat the word “old” suggests that which is obsolete or

to be understood and interpreted in the light of the s%{ es”s importance that I originally was, and the word
cred Scriptures. new” suggests that which supplants or has replaced

something “old."We hold that the Creator has one, and
We believe that the Bible is to be properly interpreteshly one, standard of righteousness Tikh, by which
only through the enlightenment of Ruach HaKodesh [thige conduct of all humankind will be judged.
Holy Spirit] and understood in its literal, natural, histor
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A.Torah infinite and intelligent SpiritWho is the source of all

The word “Torah” is best translated as “Divine Instruc-be_Ing qnd meaning, a compouhd unino eternally
tion” rather than “Law/ even though it contains botheX'StS in three Divine Persons: HaAbba (the Father),

civil and ecclesiastical laws for the Commonwealth aBen (_the Son), and Ruach HaKodesh (the I_—|0ny Sp r
Israel. The term “Brah” may refer to either the Five't , one in essence and attributes, yet three in distinct

Books of Moses, the entif@NaKh (Hebrew Scriptures), Person_, work, and purpose; .eaC“’m.Om POSSESS all
or the whole Bible (including the Ketuvei HaShalichim)ih€ attributes of absolute Deity and is infinite, eternal,
depending on usage. Our use of the wodh” never unchangeable, omnlp_resc_ent, omnlpote_nt, ommsment,
refers to thelfalmud (the “Orallradition” or “OralTo- personal, ar_1d p_erfect in wisdom, powresliness, righ-
rah”) but, while we do not consider tfialmud or any teousness, justice, goodness, truth, mexugl love.

other commentary on the Scriptures adtloed of G-d, We believe thaf\bba is all the fullness of HaShem in-
we believe that the writings of Or@itadition, such as visible John 1:13, HaBen is all the fullness of HaShem
theTalmud, the Mishnah, and the Midrash Rabbah, alswanifested (made visible in any forndohn 1:14-18
contain further insight into the character of G-d and HRBuach HaKodesh is all the fullness of HaShem acting
dealings with His people. In the Diaspora we do not pracamediately upon the creaturé Cor 2:9-10.18

tice those parts dforah which require residence in theSection 3_
land, a theocratic civil government, and/or a consecrat-

ed Temple on Mount MoriahWe disagree with those e believe thateshua HaMashiach is the second “Per
who teach that obedienceTorah is required only for son” of HaShem, eternally existing as HaB&ho
ethnic Jews, and we believe that HaShem has but éh&ays has been and always will be fully GAge be-
Standard of Righteousness by which every member ligfve that He is just as much G-d as though He had never
the human race will be judged — Hierah.We there- become man, and just as much man as though He had

fore believe that obedienceTorah is incumbent upon never been G-diVe believe that He created, upholds,
all believers in Messiah, including “the Church.” and sustains the entire universe solely through the pow-

) o er of His sovereign will.
B.The Ketuvei HaShalichim 9
We believe that all manifestations of HaShem to man,

We_ _believe that the Ketuvei HaShalichim (ApOStOIiﬁvhether in thelfanakh or in the Ketuvei HaShalichim,
Writings, commonly and erroneously known as the “Ne\ﬁ’re in the Person of HaBafe are therefore convinced

Testament”) were inspired by Ruach HaKodesh (Sﬁgat is was HaShem the Son (HaB®ho walked in

immediately above), written under the direction of R A .
. . Ihe Garden witihdam and Eveyho appeared to and
ach HaKodesh byorah-observant Jews, in the JeW|sLb_‘ W vew PP

| Heb d/Br : q directed ade the covenants with the Patriar®ibp went ahead
anguage (Hebrew an amaic), and were directe of Israel in smoke and fire in the wilderned#o wrote

to an almost-exclusively Jewish audiendé believe the Mitzvot in stone with His own finger atop Mount

that they were then translated into Koine Greekfortrar§rnai and toVhom the prayers and adoration of His

mission to the non-Jewish Me55|an|<_: Believers in tQf’nosen People have been unknowingly directed for the
Diaspora, and that much of the error in modern trans st 4000 years

tion and interpretation comes from the attempt to
understand thépostolic Writings with a Greek (or We believe that without in any way ceasing to be fully
Western) mindset and ignore the clearly Hebraic (Ea$§t-d, He became also fully man, taking upon himself all
ern) nature of the original text. In order to correctlpf the human attributes except the sin natwe.be-
understand them, we must therefore interpret them frdi¢ve that he was conceived of Ruach HaKodesh, born

the perspective of the Jewish audience to whom thefthe vigin Miriam, lived a perfect and sinless life, and
were written. accomplished our redemption through his death as a rep-

resentative, vicarious, substitutionary sacriff@nd that
our justification is made sure by His literal, physical res-
“Shema i¥rael, Adonai EloheinuAdonai echad... urrection from the deadVe believe in His literal and
Hear O Israel ADONAI s our G-d ADONALI is one.” bodily resurrection and ascension, and that now glori-

We believe that there is only one living and true G-d, élr?d He sits at the right hand Abba where He carries
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out His ministry as Kohen HaGadol (the Eternal Higbhains” in SheolThey will all be eternally punished in
Priest) of Representative, IntercessordAdvocate on the Lake of Fire, which was created specifically for Ha-
our behalf.We believe in His literal, bodily return to Satan and his demons.

reign physically on the earth for a thousand years, 3§gction 6 — Concerning Man

in His ultimate judgment over the living and the dead.
We believe that man was originally created in the image

of HaShem, by HaShembwn hand and not by any pro-
We believe that Ruach HaKodesh is a divine Pérgloo  cess of evolution or natural selection, and was given the
convicts the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judguthority and ability to exercise dominion over the cre-
ment. Possessing all of the attributes of Déltyis fully  ated worldAdam chose to disobey HaShem, and because
G-d, and is therefore coequal to and coeternalAbtia  of his disobediencAdam, all of his descendants, and
and HaBenWe believe that with botAbba and Ha- all of his entire dominion fell under HaShenturse.
Ben, He was an active agent in the creation, and that &ie, sickness, and death entered the world; man became
is the Supernaturd@lgent in regeneration and sanctifi-alienated from HaShem and inherited a sin nature, is
cation, immersing all believers into the Body ofotally depraved, possesses no spark of divine life, and,
Mashiach (the Miqgra), equally and permanently indwelbf himself, is utterly helpless to remedy his lost condi-
ing every believerand sealing them unto the day ofion apart from the grace of HaShem.

reder_npti(_)nWe believe _that He is the D_i_virﬂéeacher _Section 7 — Concerning Sin

Who inspired and superintended the writing of all Scrip-

ture,Who illuminates the interpretation of Scripture, andihe word “sin” is an archery term that means “to miss
Who guides believers into all truth, assisting Believefge mark.” Since the “tget” is the perfect example set
to understand and appropriate the Scriptiiesbelieve by Yeshua—that is, the very nature of HaShem Him-
that it is the privilege and duty of all true Believers igelf—then we believe that anything that falls short of

Mashiach to be filled with and controlled by Ruackat goal misses the mark and is, by the broadest sense
HaKodesh. of its definition, “sin.”

Section 4 — Concerning Ruach HaKodesh

Section 5 — Concerning\ngels We believe that there are two classifications of sin:

We believe that angels are created beings, notdeity (1) original (imputed) sin, that sin nature which
are not to be worshipped; that they were created by  €very human inherits from his/her fatiAetam,

HaShem to serve and worship Him; that they aga-or and
now both holy and fallen angels. makes to either willfully or ignorantly disobey

We believe that holy angels are “ministering spirits, sent ~ HaShem and Hi$orah.

out to render service for the sake of those who will ifye pelieve that all men and women are totally depraved,
to Yeshua during His earthly life and ministand are themselves.

involved in a general ministry to believef®@ward un- ) o _
believers, angels announce impending judgments, aff§ Pelieve that the penalty for sin is separation from
will be actively involved in the judgments of the time ofélloWship, which takes one or more of three forms:
Ya'akov's Trouble (the “Greatribulation”). (1) separation from HaShem (spiritual death);

We believe that HaSatan is also an angel, a cherub of(2) separation from the visible Body of Mashiach
the highest rank of all angelic creatures, that he sinned  through discipline and “excommunication”
through the pride of self-will, and thereby became the (which is to be practiced by the Elders [or Beit
author of sin and the cause of the fall of man. He isthe  Din] of the local congregation solely for the
open and declared enemy of both HaShem and man, and  sake of maintaining the purity of the Body of
with his fallen angels (demons) is in a state of present  Mashiach and for producing the repentance and
and open warfare against HaShem and His saints. Some eventual restoration of the sinning brother or

of the demons are presently being held captive “in sister), and
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(3) separation from this earth and from the physicaind is thus in total control of every event that occurs in
body through physical deatiile believe that  time, space, and eternidlthough HaShem receives all
the physical iliness and death of all earthly  of the glory and honor for all those who are saved, He in
creatures is the direct resultAdam’s sin, and no way is to blame for any who are 10k believe that
thatsomephysical illness and death is the resulihese facts are in no way paradoxical or contradictory
of personal sin. only that they can only be properly understood from

Section 8 — Concerning Salvation HaShens perspective.

We believe that salvation is the free gift of HaSheWe believe that it is the privilege of all Believers in
brought to sinful man by the unconditional grace d\flashiach to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation
HaShem and received solely by personal faith in tﬁ@d their freedom from “bondage” to thernal penal-

completed redemptive work AlonaiYeshua HaMash- tlesSmeo\j\frddbyJorr]aE througlh tTef tebs_(tjimﬁny of
iach. We believe that salvation comes by faith in th'éIa ermsWord which, howeveclearly forbids the use

Person and completed workyxeshuaplus nothing else! of that liberty as an occasion _to sihough free from .
“bondage to legalism,” we believe that every person is
We believe that because of tfeet of the eternal, un- yet accountable to the standard of righteousness that
conditional, and unilateral promise of HaShem, becausgsShem has defined in Hi®rah.We believe that all
of thenature of theWord and promises of HaShem, anghankind, and especially Believers in Mashiach, are ob-
because of the immutability of the unchangeable coMgyated to obey all the mitzvot (commandmentsjarh
nants of HaShem, all the redeemed, blood-bouglicept for those which are specific to life in Eretz Isra-
regenerate, and sanctified children of HaShem have eN-or those which require the presence of a Hieimple
tered into an unbreakable relational covenant widh Mount Moriah. Howevewe believe that no man
HaShem, are completely and permanently indwelt as ever been, or will ever be, saved or counted as righ-

Ruach HaKodesh, and are constantly interceded for fgyyus through observance of or obedienceotah, but
Yeshua HaMashiach, our Kohen HaGaté believe only through faith in Him who is the Giver @brah,

that they are therefore secure in Mashiach forever  pjus nothing else.

We believe that before the foundation of the world, faie believe that at the moment of salvation, each person
His own purpose and for His own glotyaShem fore- s literally transformed into a “new creation” which the
knew predestined, called, justified, and glorified all thosgiple also refers to as a “saint” or “holy person” (2 Cor
who are to be redeemed; that is, “predestindmbcome 5:17; Gal. 6:15) — that is, a person who has been “set
conformed to the image of His Son” and adopted “@part” (“sanctified”) by HaShem to be His precious pos-
sons througtYeshua HaMashiach to Himself, accordsession and to serve His specific purpose.

ing to the kind intention of His will. The Scriptures . e ,
refer to these individuals as His “elect.” all of whony € believe that sanctification is a “setting apart” of the

have had their names written in the LasB®book of Life believer unto HaShem and that it consists of three steps
from before the foundation of the worldlthough or stages in the believetlife: positional sanctification,

HaShem sovereignly elects some to salvation and’glopro%rel_sswet; atncltllgcell_tlon, a_ndl\;ljltl?_atehsahnctllgclgtlo_n.
paradoxically the election of the saved in no way de ve believe that all believers In viashiach should ive In

onstrates that HaShem is responsible for the damnat%??d'ence tyorah a_md n .SUCh amanner as not to bring
of those who are not elect to salvatidine Scripture reproach upon their Savior and Lord, and that separa-

makes it quite clear that it is not HaShemill than tion I_rom all (;ellglou_s ?post_asy and S'gfljjl Slegsgrﬁs,
any should perishWe believe that the Scriptures clearPractices, and associations IS commanded by Hashem.

ly teach that “whosoever will” may come to saving faitNVe believe _that théo“rah_ 'S,, t_he standard Of. nghtepus-
in Yeshua HaMashiackiVe also believe that the Scrip-"€SS by which each “saint” is to conduct his/her life.
tures just as clearly teach that “the elect” were chos8ection 9 — Concerning the Miqgra

from before the foundation of the worli¥fe believe that We believe that there is only one true and universal

from mans limited perspective he perceives that he hﬂ/ﬁqra which is the Body and Bride $eshua HaMash-

ameasure of freg will,” but that from HaShenper .lach, and that it is a spiritualganism, of whicltyeshua
spective HaShem is absolutely and completely sovereign,
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HaMashiach is the He&éland that it is made up of all organizations, and that those local congregations should
the redeemed [“born-again”] persons of all ages.  willingly cooperate with each other for the presentation
d and propagation of the true Faith, once for all delivered

The Hebrew word&kpn (“migra”) means “the calle )
to the Saints.

out ones” and is translated in thaNaKh as “assem-
bly” or “convocation.” It first appears in Exodus 12:168Ne believe in the autonomy of the local congregation,
and is used eleven times in Leviticus, where it is transemposed solely of true Believers in Mashiach, free from
lated as “holy convocation” and refers to the entire natiamy external authority or control, with the right to be
of Israel gathered to worship HaShem. It appears ttally free from the interference of any hierarchy of in-
additional seven time in Leviticus, where it again urdividuals or oganizations outside of that local
failingly refers to the nation of Israel. In the Septuagimongregation.

(the Greek translation of tAi@aNakKh) it is translated aS\y/e believe that each local congregation, through its El-

"elddesia,” an accurate tr_anslat_lon Wh'C.h means “ﬂ}fers [or Beit Din] and their interpretation and application
ca!led out o_ne_s.The word_ IS ca_rrlgd overinto to Ketu'of the Scriptures, is the sole judge of the measure and
vei HaShalichim, w_her_e It again s us_ed FO refer to t}?’ﬁethod of its cooperation with other congregations, as
assembly of Mes_5|an|c Je_ws_ worshipping HaSh.eWell as being the sole judge of all matters of member
When the Ketuvei HaShalichim were translated 'mélnip, policy discipline, benevolence, and government

E_ngllshbl_r; 16|1 thz trq:nhslaltoorsl Otf tlhe Klngt Janln&‘s? I(remembering that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter
slon arbitrarily and with a souu €ly no € y”mo“oglca of ones own interpretation without the illumination of
basis, changed the word from “convocation” or asserpy ach HaKodesh)

bly” to a totally unrelated word, “church.”

. . Section 10 — Concerninduthority in the Migra
We believe that the Migra is ngand has always been, 4 y d

a uniquely Jewish “granism” into which Gentiles who We believe that the one and only supreme authority for
come to faith in Israed’ King Messiah are grafted, andhe Migra isAdonaiYeshua HaMashiach, and that the
are thereby adopted as childrendefaham,Yitzchak, —order discipline, and worship are appointed through His
andYa’'akoy, and as such become joint heirs of, and joigevereigntyAs we believe the Bible to be the literal

participants in, the Covenants, fherah, and the Land writtenWord of G-d and the only true and reliable source
of Israel. of His revelation for His Bodywe hold the Bible, and

We categorically reject as heresy the traditional “Chrig]e Bible only to be the ultimate and final source of
i ; i _ ' "authority for all matters of faith, practice, and polit
tian” notions tha¥eshua HaMashiach or the Shliachim y P POty

ever intended to “start a new religion” and that Ruadiye believe that the Biblically-designated shepherds serv-
HaKodesh instituted something “new” on the day dRg immediately undeleshua and directly over the
PentecostTo those present, the Pentecost experiengé@ngregation are called Elders, Overseers, or Pastors.
was clearly a reenactment of the events at Sinai whéfg understand that the term “Elder” refers to the sian’
HaShem first gave thEorah to Israel, and served as &piritual maturity and position within the family of G-d,
visible sign that Ruach HaKodesh was “writifigrah “Overseer” refers to his responsibility and G-d-ordained
on the hearts” (Jer 31:33) of thalmidim in fulfillment authority to rule benevolently over the family of G-d,

of Joel 2:28-32, exactly as it was interpreted to the @d “Pastor” refers to his shepherding responsibility to
sembly that day by Kefa. lead, guide, feed, protect, and care for the well-being of

the children of G-d, to whofeshua HaMashiach re-

We believe thgt the establishment and pontinuity of I(r)érred as His “sheepWe believe that Elders are called,
cal congregations (also called assemblies, Synagogyes.ined. and specially equipped by G-d for His minis-

or [erroneously] “churches”) is clearly taught and d% - : :
. : ; R y, and that they are spiritual gifts given by G-d to the
fined in theKetuvel HaShalichimthat the members of Migra. We accept the ancient tradition of referring to

this one spiritual Body are directed AgonaiYeshua Elders of Jewish ancestry as “Rabbi” and attribute no

to gssouate themselves toget_h_er n Ioca_l congregat_|o ater distinction to that title than to the title Elder or
which are to be true communities of Believers, not ju stor
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Section 1 — Concerning Leadership in the Migra * They are to oversee the entire ministmllingly

and eagerlyknowing that wherfveshua, the Chief
Shepherd, appears they shall receive a “crown of
glory that does not fade away

We specifically reject any idea of apostolic or prophetic
succession through which thefioés of Apostle and
Prophet are present in the Migra today inteéwhnical
sense of those titleg/e do, however believe in the con\We believe that all Elders must initially meet and then
tinuance of all foufunctionsfulfilled by the Elders as maintain rigid spiritual qualifications, and that G-d will
recorded in Ephesians 4.lnamely: hold them strictly accountable for both their actions and

« Apostles (in the generic sense), or Emissaries, whitlg‘\’:"r attitudes as leaders over His Migra.
we understand to refer fraveling Elders, those Elders are called and specifically gifted by G-d (Eph.
elders whom G-d has called to travel from place #i11-13) for a lifetime of service to Him and to His peo-
place as messengers or missionaries; ple (Rom. 1:29).

* Prophets (also in the generic sense), or Preach
_Elders, whom G-d has called to specialize in preacgieer Elders (ifus 1:5),not elected byhe congrega-
ing theWord of G-d; tion

» Evangelists, or “Gospelizing” Elders, those Elders
who have been called to specialize in presentitiga spiritually qualified man, believing that He has been
the Gospel (the death, burial, resurrection, asce¥illed by G-d, expresses his desir&i(h. 3:1) to com-
sion, and bodily return ofeshua HaMashiach) tomit himself to a lifetime of service as an Eldars
the unsaved: and abilities, qualifications, and knowledge of tyeostles’

« Pastor/Bachers, also called Shepherding Elders @ectrine (1Tim. 3:2-7;Titus 1:5-9), as well as the fact
Ruling Elders, those Elders whom G-d has calle¥f his calling, must be carefully examined by the El-
to fulfill a shepherding ministry over a local assenflers.After careful examination of the candidate,
bly of believers. extensive prayerlnd thorough deliberation by the EI-

. . . .ders (1Tim. 5:22), having determined the candidate’
We believe that the pattern clearly established in tlel, willingness, and ability to enter a lifetime of-ser

Bible is that th_ere are to be multiplc_e Elders in every IQfICG, the Elders may appoint and ordain the candidate
cal congregation, whenever possibiée number of as an Elderthus providing confirmation to both the lo-

Elders in not specified in Scripture, but we believe th%l - . ;
) congregation and to the Migra aglawof the IORD's
there should be a didient number of Elders to fefc- ordination of the new Elder

tively meet the spiritual needs of the congregation and _ o _
to efiiciently conduct the ministry of the Migréive be- Section 12 — Concerningctivities of the Migra

lieve that the duties of the Elders include, but are n@je pelieve that the four essentiahtinualactivities of
limited to, the following activities defined in Scripturethe community of faith are to be:

» Their primary duty is to give themselves fully to (a) devotion to the teaching of the Shliachim,

y are to bappointedfor the congregation by the

study prayer and the ministry of G-&'word. ~ (b) constant fellowship both at and away from the meet-
* They are to lead G-s'people by their example in ~  jq place,

word, conduct, love, spirit, faith, and purity (c) the breaking of bread (frequent communal meals
* They are to ben_evolently rule over the local con- g participation in the “Lord’ Supper” as prac-

gregation of Believers and_, when nece_sstl‘rgy ticed in the Passover Seder), and

are to rebuke and exhort with all autharity (d) prayer without ceasing (Acts 2:42), and that-per

* They are not to be dictatorial in their leadership, = gonal evangelism and spiritual and numerical
but are to be to the congregation as a loving father growth of the assembly will be the inescapable re-
is to his family sult of these activities.

* They are to equip the saints to do the work of Mifye pelieve tha¥eshua has established two memorials

Istry. _ N ~ which are to be faithfully and frequently observed by
* They are to pray for the sick and visit those in thejhe Migra until His bodily return: immersion of Believ-
time of need. ers (mikvah) and the Lors'Supper
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A. Water Baptism (Mikvah) strongest possible terms that all Believers in Mashiach

We believe that the act of baptism or mikvah (irnrneWho ha_lve not _previously done so, submit to this ordi-
sion in water) is in no way a condition of salvation, ndpance in obedience to the Lord.

any part of the salvatlpn procgss_(see Sec_:tlon 8—Saléa_1The Lord's Supper

tion). We believe that immersion in water is an outward . ) o
demonstration of the inner change thatdlasady tak- Ve believe that the so-called “LosdSupper” is a me-
en placein the life and heart of the new Believer iffnorial activity in which the Migra shares symbolically
Messiah. It is a demonstration of Ruach HaKodesHn the body and blood of Mashiach, and that it is an inte-

immersion of the believer into the Body of Mashiacrgral part of the annual Passover Sederinstructed by
which results in salvation and positional justification! €Shua HaMashiachs the Master was sharing his fi-

In its form, it is a graphic picture ¥&shuas death, buri- nal Seder with higalmidim, He instructed that they were

al, and resurrection, and expresses the Beligvel0 do “this” (the Passover Seder) in memory of Him.

|de_nt|f|cat|9n Wlth MashiachWe bellc_eve tha_lt a desire C. Sewardship

forimmersion in water should be the immediate response o o _

of all those who have been truly “saved” (Acts 2:37-4)Ve believe that the rule for giving by Messianic Believ-
8:12: 8:35-38: 9:1-18: 22:16; 10:47-48: 16:14-15:€rs is twofold: (1) that the work of the ministry be
16:25-34; 18:8; 19:1-5). For this reason, it is also call@glequately supported; and (2) that the needy (within the
“Believer's Baptism.” Body of Mashiach) be provided faiVe reject the “so-

. . cial gospel” which teaches that the primary function of
Just as the Scriptures clearly teach that it was (and sl Body of Mashiach is to be a “social welfare institu-

is) faith and not circumcision which brings salvation t9on.” We believe that giving is therefore to be done: (a)

the sons of Israel, so it is faith and neither the Wataﬁeerfully; (b) in proportion to G-glprospering; (c) into

itself or_the a_ct of immersion WhiCh. brings s_alvatio_n 9 private fund (“put aside”) at home from which fund
the Bellever_ n Mashlac’h. H.O\.NeV.E}USF as CIrcUmCcl- e Believer makes distributions according to the direct
sion is the sign of Israsl partlupa_ltlon m_the Orl_glnal leading of Ruach HaKodesh; and (d) presented to the
Covena_mt, S0 water _baptlsm _(r_nlkvah) is the sign th@ ders regularly when the congregation meets for cor
the Believer in Mashiach participates in the “Renew rate worship.

Covenant."The “traditional” Jewish community had

(and has) the right to assume that all male Jews woff¥ery believer should be a faithful stewardatif his
submit to the rite of circumcision as a sign of identificdesources (time, talent, Spiritual gifts, finances, and other
tion with that communityin the same wayve believe Material possessions) for the furtherance of the Gospel
that the community of Messianic Believers has the saehome and abroad/e believe that the example in the
right to assume that all Believers will submit to the ritketuvei HaShalichinthat we are to follow is that the

of mikvah as a sign of identification with our communicongregation is to deliver their gifts to the Elders for
ty. distribution according to the direction of the Lovue

We theref ire obedi he ordi ¢ further believe that a Believer relinquishes all rights to
€ therefore require obedience to the ordinance of M o+ the yse of the tithe orfefing once the gift has

vah (immersion in water) after the salvation experienogeen made

as a condition of formal membership in and identifica-
tion with this congregation. Since the primary responsibility of the Elders is to give

. . ) themselves fully to studprayerand the ministry of G-
We recognize the right of each Believer under grace {Q word, we believe that it is Gadplan for them to

disagree with us on any doctrine that is not essentialetgm their living from that activity (1 Co®:14: 1Tim.

salvation. Having defined mikvah as something t0 e 7_1gy 14 the fullest extent the congregation is able to
highly desired but not absolutely essential to salvatlogovide

we defend the right and responsibility of each Believer
to decide for him/herself whether to be obedient to thet The Migra and Civil Government

o_rdlnanceTheref_ore, z_alny_blood-b_ought child of G-d Wh({Ne believe that G-d has ordained all authority consist-
disagrees on this point is certainly welcome to fellow

ship with this congregation. Howeyave uge in the ing of three basic institutions: (1) the home; (2) the
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Migra; and (3) the state. Every person is subject to themsast use all available means to go both to this nation
authorities, but all (including the authorities themselveahd to the foreign nations with the Good News of the
are answerable to G-d and governed by¥iosd. G-d Kingdom ofYeshua HaMashiach.

has given each institution specific Biblical responsibil-

ities and balanced those responsibilities with tfe DenominationalismWithin the Migra

understanding that no institution has the right to infring&le believe that there is only one true and universal Body
upon the otheiThe home, the Migra, and the state argf Yeshua HaMashiackVe believe that within the Body
equal and sovereign in their respective Biblical sphergs Mashiach there is room for tifences of opinion

of responsibility under G-d. concerning nonessential doctrines and podityd that

We categorically reject as totally unbiblical, as well J3elievers of similar preferences in the nones;ential ar
patently unconstitutional, the false and arbitrary concefS should fellowship togethétowever we are firmly
commonly referred to as “the separation of Church af@nvinced that any form of strife, jealoysy spirit of
state,” and believe that the only true form of goverrl.'J_nhea.Ith.y competition, or any form of divisiveness ei-
ment acceptable to G-d iSheocracyWe embrace the ther wlthln or betyveep any congregations of the Lord’
literal and historical interpretation of the founding docE/€Ct is an abomination before the Lord.

uments and the intention of the founders of the Unit&kction 13 — Concerning the Future

States that the only valid government is that governme&t
whose G-d is the @RD. Furthey we reject as false and”
Satan-inspired the interpretation of the ConstitusionWe believe that the world will experience the seven years
First Amendment by the Unitedt&es Supreme Courtof strife and tribulation known as afakov’s Trouble”

that there is to be a “wall of separation between tla@d that the return dfeshua HaMashiach will be relat-
Church and thet8te,” and support the obvious intened to that strife. Howevewe are not convinced that
tion of the literal wording of thédmendment which Scripture clearly indicates whether His return will be
provides protection of the Body W&shua HaMashiach before, during, or after that period, and we therefore take
from the interference of secular government. no particular doctrinal position on the matter

Mashiach’s Earthly Kingdom

We therefore believe that the Body of Mashiach ow&¥e believe in the return éfdonaiYeshua HaMashiach
allegiance to the civil government in all areas excefst the earth just as He went, in Person and in the body in
those which infringe upon our allegiance to our Savigrhich He was crucified, now glorified, coming on the
and only Sovereign Lorddonai HaMelechYeshua clouds of heaven, with all His Saints, and with power
HaMashiach and to our obedience to His clear corand great glory to establish the Millennial Kingdom, to

mands, precepts, and principles. bind HaSatan and place him in the abyss, to lift the curse
o _ which now rests on the whole creation, to restore a unit-
E. Discipline in the Local Congegation ed Israel to her own land and to give her the realization

We believe that the Bible requires the Elders of the 18f G-d’s covenant promises, to bring the whole world to

cal congregation to lovingly discipline the children othe knowledge of G-d, and to personally and bodily reign
G-d for the purpose of their instruction and restoratigiVer the whole earth for a thousand years from His throne
to full fellowship. We also believe that the Scripturedn Jerusalem.

clearly teach that the Elders are to stand firm against@jt pelieve that th&#emple and the Priesthood will be
forms of false doctrine and to firmly rebuke those Whestored, that the sacrifices will be practiced as a memo-
would lead the Elect astray rial reminder that our redemption has come only through
the shed Blood of the Lamb, and that all the nations of
the world will come to th&emple in Jerusalem to ob-

We believe that G-d has given the Migra a Great Coerve the Feasts of the Lord under the tutelage of their
mission to proclaim the Gospel to all nations so thedacher Israel.

there might be a great multitude from every nation, tri
ethnic group, and language group who trugtdionai
Yeshua HaMashiacAs ambassadors of Mashiach, w

F. Missions and the Miqgra

b . : . -
\El‘Ve believe that King David, resurrected and glorified,
ill reign over Israel as Mashiachto-regent, and that
atheAvraham, resurrected and glorified, will rule over
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all EretzYisrael from the Nile River in the west to thdirst two chapters of the book of Genesis is to be accept-

Euphrates River in the east. ed as factual, historical, and perspicuous; that all things
_ _ in the universe were spoken into existence from noth-
B. The Final Rebellion and Judgment ing by G-d in the six day& of special creation; and that

We believe that following the release of HaSatan at tHés knowledge is foundational in the understanding of
end of the Millennium, he will deceive the nations ogvery fact and phenomenon in the created univé/se.
the earth and gather them to battle against the Saiigiect the theory of random spontaneous evolution as
and against Jerusalem, and they will be destroyed gt only unbiblical but also intellectually untenable.

fire from heaven. HaSatan will then be cast into the Lake
of Fire, where the Beast and the False Prophet liveln
eternal tormentll of the remaining dead will then be We believe that G-d has commanded that no intimate
resurrected to stand before the Grédtite Throne, sexual activity should be engaged in outside of a mar
where the books of their lives will be opened and theyge between a man and a womase. believe that any
will be judged according to their deeds. However form of homosexualityesbianism, bisexualitypestial-
gardless of their deeds, “since not one was found evtgr incest, fornication, adultergr pornography are sinful
having been written in the Book of Life, he was cagterversions of G-d’gift of sex.

into the Lake of Fire” (Revelation 20:15, literal).

Human Sexuality

. ) _ C. The Sanctity of Life
The elements of the earth will then be dissolved with a

great rushing sound and G-d will create a completefye Pelieve that human life begins at the moment of con-
new heaven and eartfihe new Jerusalem will comeC€ption and that the unborn child is a living human being.
down out of heaven and will be the eternal dwelling ma@g)ortion therefore constitutes the unjustifiable, inexcus-
for all (and only) those whose names are written in ti9!€ taking of unborn human life.

Lamb’s Book of Life, where they will enjoy eternal fel-Simply stated, abortion is the murder of an infant.
lowship with G-d and with one anotheéfaving fulfilled
His redemptive missiorAdonai Yeshua HaMashiach
will then deliver up the kingdom to G-d the Father

We reject any teaching that abortions of pregnancies due
to rape, incest, birth defects, gender selection, birth or
population control, or the mental well being of the moth-

C. The Eternal Sate er are acceptable.

We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, thé/hile we believe that all human life is sacred, given by
saved to eternal life, and the unsaved to judgment dacH and to be revoked only at His pleasure, we believe
everlasting punishmentVe believe that the souls of thethat capital punishment is clearly taught in the Scrip-
redeemed are at death absent from the body and pre§#igs, so that evil may be put away from among $-d’
with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await tHeeople. (Deut. 13:5; 17:7, 12; 19:19; 21:21; 22:19-24;
first resurrection, when spirit and body are reunited &+:7)
be glorified forever with the LordVe believe that the ) ) ) )
souls of unbelievers remain after death in consciot:qt‘s‘ec't'on 15 —Authority of this Article
punishment and torment until the second resurrectifNeither thisArticle nor theDoctrinal Guidelines for
when, with soul and body reunited, they shall appear@sngegation B’nei HaMelechwhich is included by
the GreaWhite Throne Judgment, and shall be cast int@ference as part of thigticle, exhausts the extent of
the Lake of Fire, not to be annihilated, but tdesuév- our faith.The Bible itself is the sole and final source of
erlasting conscious punishment and torment. all that we believewWe do believe, howevgthat both

) . . thisArticle and theDoctrinal Guidelinesccurately rep-
Section 14 — Miscellaneous Other Doctrinesyesent the teaching of the Bible, and are therefore binding

A Creation upon all members as the rule of faith and practice.

We believe that the creation account as described in the
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Our Beliefs

Notes

. TWn Mashiachis the Hebrew word for “anointed.” 11.
The English form of this word is “Messiah” and thel2.
Greek form of the same word is “Christus,” or
“Christ.” Israel anointed three classes of people13,
prophets, priests, and kingss Messiah serves His
people as their Prophet, Priest, and King, He is Ha4
Mashiach,TheAnointed One. 15.

. X7pP2 Migra is the Hebrew word for “convocation” 16,
or “sacred assemhlysuggesting to be called out for
that convocation or assemphence also “called out.” 17
The Greek word for this assembly is ekkleskile-
sia, which ismidgranslated in the English New
Testament as “church.” Beyond the human traditiongg.
of the Gentile translators, there is absolutely no gram-
matical support of any kind for translating ekklesia
as “church.” 19.

."17X Adonaiis Hebrew for “Lord” and is used both
as a title for ona master and as a title of respect used
in place of the Sacred Name hwfiWH — Yeshua
is his given, or propename, and means “YHWH is
salvation” or “YHWH saves™— HaMashiachs He-
brew for “the Messiah.” Nobody who ever knew Him
in the flesh ever called Him “Jesus” or “Jesus Christ.”

. M1 mitzvahis Hebrew for “command,” “command- 20.
ment,” “precept,” or by inference “good work.”

. Unless otherwise specified, all Scripture references
in this Constitution are quoted from tléebrew
Names ¥rsionof the Bible.

. M1 goy (plural,goyim is Hebrew for “nations,” usu-
ally used for anyone who is not an Israelite, therefore
“Gentiles.”

. 7170 talmid (plural, talmidim) is Hebrew for “schol-
ar” or “disciple” — one who learns — specifically 21.
one who learns at the feet of another and who strives
to become like the teacher

. M7 ruachis Hebrew for “wind,” “breath,” “mind,”
or “spirit,” and often refers to the Spirit of G-d. Xdgh
xwr Ruach HaKodesls Hebrew for “the Holy Spir
it.”

.12 Shliachim is Hebrew for “those sent forth” or
“emissaries,” and signifies a person who is sent forth
as a representative with the full authority of the one
doing the sendin@-he Greek equivalent éstostolog
apostolosrom which we get the word “Apostles.” in
the Sate of Israel, their foreign ambassadors are called
Shliachim.

10. X22X Abba is Hebrew for “Fathéer
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127 HaBen is Hebrew for “the Son.”

WP M7 Ruach HaKodesis Hebrew for “the Holy
Spirit.”

2w Yerushalayimis Hebrew for “City of Peace”

or “Jerusalem.”

77 Yehudahis Hebrew for “Judah.”

7w Shomonis Hebrew for “Samaria.”

xR 'R Eretz Ysraelis Hebrew for “the Land of
Israel.”

The Diaspora, or dispersion, refers to all Israelites
(descendants éfvraham)itzhak, andra’akov) liv-

ing outside of EretXisrael.

Paraphrased from Boardman, cite@Gieat Doctrines

of the Bible by William Evans. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1912, 1949, p. 28.

Within Messianic Judaism there is considerable de-
bate as to the form of the instrument upon which
Yeshua was executédle happen to believe that the
instrument was in the form of the traditional Roman
cross with a cross-beam, but we view this as a matter
or opinion rather than of doctriné/e find no fault
with those who prefer the term “execution stake” as
less ofensive to Jewish persons.

| fully understand that “conventional” Christian the-
ology teaches that the “Church” came into existence
at Pentecost and will cease to function in its present
capacity at “the Rapture,” and that the “Church” there-
fore consists of all the saints of the present age, and |
faithfully taught that doctrine for over thirty years.
My recent studies of the Scripture have left that teach-
ing in some doubt in my mind for the reasons outlined
in our article on the word “church.”

We do not pretend to knowor do we believe that it

is important for us to knowwhether the period of
time included in the “six days of creation” was equal
to six periods of 24 hours each, according to san’
current calculation of time. Since the Scripture spe-
cifically refers to “the evening and morning” of each
day we assume that literal days are intended- Cur
rent understanding of EinstesTheory of Relativity
holds that time as we know it is relative to the posi-
tion and circumstances of the obserttaShemyvho

is the Creator anfluthor of Scripture, exists outside
the dimensions of time and space, and mankind has
no way of knowing what “six days” means from
HaShems perspectiveWhat is important is that
HaShem said it, and we therefore accept ifrash
without having to fully understand it.
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