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Baruch atah Adonai Elochenu, Melech ha-olam, Who has made His everlasting covenant with His servant Yisrael: “l will bless those who
bless you, but | will curse anyone who curses you; and by you all the families of the earth will be blessed. ... May peoples serve you and
hations bow down to you. May you be lord over your kinsmen, let your mother’s descendants bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who
curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

— Genesis 12:3; 27:29, The Complete Jewish Bible
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ScRIPTURE READING:

Mark 16 *When Yeshua rose early Sunday, he appeared first to Miryam of Magdala, from whom he had expelled
seven demons. “She went and told those who had been with him, as they were crying and mourning. "But when they
heard that he was alive and that she had seen him, they wouldn't believe it. *After that, Yeshua appeared in another form
to two of them as they were walking into the country. SThey went and told the others, but they didn't believe them cither.
“Later; Yeshua appeared to the Eleven as they were eating, and he reproached them for their lack of trust and their
spiritual insensitivity in not having believed those who had seen him after he had risen.

John 20 “In the evening that same day, the first day of the weck, when the talmidim were gathered together behind
locked doors out of fear of the Judeans, Yeshua came, stood in the middle and said, "Shalom aleikhem]” **Having greeted
them, he showed them his hands and his side. The talmidim were overjoyed to see the Lord. "' Shalom aleikhem!” Yeshua
repeated. 'Just as the Father sent me, | myself am also sending you.”

=Having said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Ruach HaKodesh! 3If you forgive someone's
sins, their sins are forgiven; if you hold them, they are held.”

*Now T'oma (the name means "twin"), one of the Twelve, was not with them when Yeshua came.

When the other talmidim told him, "We have seen the Lord,” he replied, "Unless | see the nail marks in his hands, put
my finger into the place where the nails were and put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe it.”

**A week later his talmidim were once more in the room, and this time T'oma was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Yeshua came, stood among them and said, "Shalom aleikhem!” >’ Then he said to T'oma, 'Put your finger here,
look at my hands, take your hand and put it into my side. Don't be lacking in trust, but have trust!”

*T oma answered him, "My Lord and my God!"

*Yeshua said to him, "Have you trusted because you have seen me? How blessed are those who do not see, but trust
anyway!" *In the presence of the talmidim Yeshua performed many other miracles which have not been recorded in this
book. ¥'But these which have been recorded are here so that you may trust that Yeshua is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that by this trust you may have life because of who he is.
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Most of us here this evening have been Believersand Salome and the younger brotheYafacoy whom

the Messiah for some time no®@ertainly many of us we also know as “Jamesrochanan ana’akov were
have knownAdonai Yeshua HaMashiach for thirty orpartners with Kefa and his brothemdrew in a success-
forty years or more. Maybe there are some here tlug fishing business based in Capernaum on the northern
evening who have only knowfeshua for a few months. shore of the Sea of GalileEhe stormy personalities of
And possibly there are some here who have not yet rnitet two sons of Zavdai earned them the nickname, “sons
Yeshua of Nazareth in a personal way of thunder” Written probably fifty years after the resur
ction, Yochanars account was intended not as a

ailed biography ofeshua HaMashiach, but rather
as a theology of the Son of God.

But surely there is nobody here who does not knol
that we have come together in this place to remem
and to celebrate the resurrection of the historyeal
shua of Nazareth, whom many of you know by the name These four accounts have been left for the Migra and
“Jesus.'There is probably not one of who has not healthve been carefully guarded and preserved for our un-
the story of the resurrection manyfdrent times and in derstanding by the Ruach HaKodesh, and are available
many diferent ways. in your Bibles for review at your convenience.

Four of Messials disciples have left historical records This evening, howevel would like to introduce to
for the Migra. you a man of whom you have surely read if you have
First there wadochanan Marcus. whom we knovxfead any of the four inspired accounts of the lif¥ef

as John Mark. Marcus was a cousinvohah bar Na- Shua of Nazareth. His nameAsdrew barYonah, or

bah, or Barnabas, and a close friend and probablya‘ drew the Son of John. In modern English we would

convert of Shim‘on Kefa, or Simon Petétis mothey call himAndrew Johnson.

Miriam, one of the “Marys” closely associated with  The Beloved Shliackochanan tells us thandrew
Yeshua, was a woman of wealth and position in JerusarYonah was a disciple §bchanan the Immerseém-
lem, and perhaps the owner of the house in which tireediately following the Lord return from His
Upper Room was located, maybe an inn or roomirtgmptation in the wilderness, he passed by wtiecba-
house At the time of Messials’ resurrection, Marcus nan was immersing, antbchanan introducefindreas
was probably a young lad of about twelve or thirtean JesusAndrew became the first disciple ¥eshua
who sneaked out of his mothehouse dressed only inhaMashiachAndrew spent the rest of that day wite-

his bed sheet and followed the disciples to Gethsemasteia listening to Him teach. On the following morning
on the nightreshua was arreste@ihe soldiers seized he became the very first Messianic evangelist when he
him, but he slipped out of the sheet and ran away nakeent to find his brother Shim‘on Kefa and told him,
(Mark 14:51-52). Later he was privileged to go on th&Ve have found the Messiah!”

first missionary Journey_wnh _Sh_a’ul and barNaké. So this is thépostleAndreas bakonah, and this is
though he failed on that first mission, about a dozen YeRES account of the events of Resurrection.Day

later he was faithfully serving with the great Shliach.
That evening of the first day of the firessurection

_The second to write of the life dfeshua, and cer week will burn foever in my hearand my mind, not
tainly the most scholarly of the four accounts, was; a.i in this life. but also in the life to come
rs ’ '

Greek physician named Lucas who traveled for yea{ _ _
with Sha’ul. In the introduction to his record,. Duke We had come up tee¥ushalayim, the City of Peace,
states that he alone has attempted to write a chronoltj-the celebration of the Passover that yédrave to

ical account based on first-person interviews and careffiuckle ever time | say that phrase, “up teetsha-
investigative reporting. layim,” for up is exactly what it is. The Holy City of

God sits high atop Mount Zion, towering some four thou-
sand feet straight up above the level of the Salt Sea. Of
course the city lies inuins now destoyed by General
Titus only some 35 years after our b resurection.

The last to write of the life of Christ wa®hanan, or But while it was still standing you could see teenple
John, the Eldel fisherman who was the son of Zavddor hundeds of miles, especially when apached fom

The third account of the life dfeshua was written
by a Jew named Mattathias Levi, or Matthaviormer
tax collector for the Roman government.
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the east at sunrise ordm the west at sunset. The rayafter the meal, when He gave the Brakah over thd thir
of the sun would strike the white stone and the gold oveup, the Cup of Blessing and Redemption, He said to
lays, and for a few brief moments it would shine atays, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the
the mountain as if illuminated by the glory of the Holgovenant, which is poed out for many for fgiveness
One Himself, blessed be He. of sins.” And then He told us that He would not drink of

On the Shabbat beferPassover we had eneer the cup again until His Fath&r Kingdom has been es-

Yerushalayim with our Lat Yeshua riding on a donkeytab“Shed'

as a peace-bringing king entering a conaeecity The When we healrthat, our heats leapt for joyfor sue-
crowds wee shouting, “Hoshanna bar Dawid,” “Ho- ly He meant that He was going to establish the Kingdom
sanna to the Son of David!” — using the title that thany day now! Then we all sang the Passover Hallel, the
prophets had used for the Mashiach. “Blessed is He wh86th in our Saill of Psalms, and went axss the Kidon
comes in the Name of the d&rEveryone was cheer Valley to pray together in the olive ghan that He en-
ing and waving palm branches, and lying their cloakeyed so much. It was, next to the mountaintop, His
in His path, as the Pphet Isaiah had said, “Make favorite place to pray

straight the path of the LaF" The events of thest of that night and the next day

We wee sue then, as was much oerMshalayim, are horible beyond all imagination, and | do not wish
that the Mashiach had finally come to set @efflom to spoil your celebration of this Holy Day counting
the yoke of Roman ommsion and to establish the Holythem to you nowit is enough to say that He wasest-
Ones Kingdom on Edh. After all, both ¥shua and ed by the @mple Guad that night and, after a mocker
Yochanan the Immerser be#olHim had peached to all the Sanhedrin had the audacity to call a “trial,” they
of Israel, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is nowahér turned Him over to the Romans to badafied. V¢ wee

Looking back on it noyit all seems so strange, hOV\F‘" frighten_ed_ to death; now thae3hua had been _de-
the mood of the owd can change so drastically in onlydare.d a crlmlr!al anc_:l a bl_asphemer by the Council, all
four shot days. | emember it like it was only yesias, our lives wee in serious jeopaly as well. W all ran
though it has been, what, nearly forty years now? 6ﬁ
Preparation Day all the sacrificial lambs had been tal{;
en into homes all tloughout the nation of Israel as
Moses equired. All day long He suffexd, hanging therbetween heav-

Yeshua told us to go to the home of Miriam and hé&l! and eah.An(_:I yet, weto t_he pmphecy as illustrated
cousin ¥sef, whom we also called bar Nabba, and al the Passovejust as the high priest cut the diat of

range for our Peshach Sed&firiam was a righteous the cho_sen Iamb _in_thefﬁple, ¥shua cried out with a
and very wealthy lady who ran an inn, what you wouf8”0! voice, "It 'S fl_nlshed.”And then He slumped over
probably call a boading house in your time, and Weagalnst the nails in deatit that vey mpment ther
met together therrather often. Her young sorycha- was a terible earthquake, and the veil in theefiple
nan Marcus, waseally a delightful young man, and weVas torn fom top to bottom by the yehand of the

had all attended his Bar Mitzvah just the year bte.for_'_'OIy One Himself, blessed be He. People begaraser

On the other hand, he was full of life, ancbalhandful N9 &ll over the cityand we heaf the Roman centurion

for his mother fom time to time. But the young marif"Y (_JUt in teror, “Surely_this was the Son of GOdQ"’hq :
loved to sit with us and listen teshua as he taught usagaslnhwe all fled, agreing to meet later back at Miri-
from the Scriptwes. V& all knew he would g into a ams nouse.

fine man some daynaybe even a Rabbi — who could We had two friends on the Council, howegecetly
know? His disciples: Nakdimon and¥ef fom Arimathea. It

After we had eaten the Passover meal that night, yas vsef who went to Pilate afteeshua died, and

. : took His body and placed Him in a new tomb thoesteY
shua did something westrangelAs he gave the Brakah, . . :
the blessing, over the second matzoh, tfea@ofAf- had just had cared out of theack in the beautiful gar

fliction, he said to us, “dke, eat; this is my bodyAnd den behind his house. What a beautifgl house, and what
a beautiful gaden; such a shame that it was only a few

r our lives, just as the pphets had said we would,
ough many of us hadgained some little courage and
ad come back to be with Him as He died.
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hunded feet fom the cosspoads whee the Roman op- room just befag noon.

pressors caiied out most of their public executions. When Kefa arrived for that noon meeting, he so ex-

But what | eally wanted to tell you about was thecited he was actually jumping up and down with
events of that Resuction Day excitement like a little boye said that &shua had ap-
&qaled to him! It was we! He was alive, and He had
said that He had fgiven Kefa for denying Him those
II‘hree times. Of course eyene knew that old impetu-
ous Kefa was always going off half-cocked about
something or other — like the time when he aidkov
a%/ou might know him as James, but that is not his true

name) — the time when Kefa aradakov and ¥chan-

Not even a half hour after sunset that evening m
of us wee again in the upstairs diningpom of Miri-
ams boading house for our Havdalah celebration whe
Miriam of Magda cameunning in all out of beath and
crying, waking up evgone in the ente rooming house,
saying that the body o€¥hua had been stolen. She h
said something about seeing angels in thelgarwho o
had said that&shua had been raisedm the dead, but 2" had_gone up on the mountain widsha, and Moshe

d Eliyahu had appead to them. &hua had been

she had been so upset that nobody had paid much atfEh . : )
tion to her ramblir?gsAnd besides, evgbody knows mysteriously coved in the Shekinah, and the Holy One

Himself, blessed be His Name, had actually spoken to
that nobody eally sees angels much these days. them out of the clouddnd Kefa had shot off his mouth

Kefa and ¥chanan left their supper and ran to theand said somethingeally dumb, like, “Gosh, shouldn’
tomb in ¥sefs back yad. It was only about a mile awaywe build two sukkot for Moshe and Eliyahu!” People
through the twisted stets of the cityLess than a half will probably be talking about that blunder for maybe
hour later Kefa and ¥chanan cameunning back say- even the next huneld years! Kefa had been so embar
ing that they had found His grave clothes undisturbgglssed that he thought he should die!
in the tomb, as though He had simply vanished right o
through them. If someone had stolen the bibaby said, So we had taken Kesaeputation into account when

surely the grave clothes would either have been uﬂ‘? told us that he had_ seeeskiua, and npbodyeally
wrapped or taken with Him. They had looked for th%Ot vel excited about it. In fa_ct, Kefaéxcitement had
soldiers who had been assigned to watch the tomb, Hf.ﬁt seeme_d to make our grief worse, and many of us
they wee nowhee to be found. were weeping openly

But then just a few minutes later Miriam (of Magda-
la), Miriam the mother of &akoy, Bar Nabas wife
Salome, 8channa, and some of the other women came
bursting into the som saying that they had also seen
Yeshua in the gaen, and that they had actually touched
Him, so they knew they vegrt seeing a vision or hav-
ing an hallucination.

Yochanan told us that he and Kefa had gorauad
to the font door of ¥sefs house and disturbeadef
and Nakdimon tm their dinnerbut neither of them
had noticed any unusual activity in the dan. They
both said that they di;emember feeling a rather strg
earthquake, though, just betosunset, mbably anoth-
er aftershock om the big eahquake we had the day
befoe Passovembut neither of them had left the house Maybe thee was something to thegsurection sto-
yet. Then Kefa said hemembexd that ¥shua had said ries after all. Maybe our hopes for the Messianic
one time that it was necessary for Him to die and to Bengdom hadn’died with ¥shua. Maybe He waseal-
raised up againAnd another time He had said, “De-ly alive, and was going to drive out the Roman
stroy this temple,” speaking of His own botignd in  oppressors and set up His kingdoméner ¥rushalayim.
three days | will raise it up.” If that wee so, we knew that weegoing to have to get

Yochanan and Kefa thereturned to the "Upper organized and sgsad the wal.

Room,” as we called it, and called ak¥huas talmi- We set a time for an ganizational meeting to be
dim together for an emgency meeting. The traitor held later that evening, and we all left to go about our
Y’hudah of Kri'ot had hanged himself the nigkshiua business.

was arested, and they had not been able to fieona Soon it was evening, and we had started our meeting

a;]nywr;]ee, burt] thﬁ gtger ten .Og ;S’ along Y)Vithks.omﬁ With dinner After all, what better way to discuss busi-
the others who had been witasnua, met back in t ©ness than with a full stomach2\Wad to be vgrcareful
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though, becauseumors had staed flying though the cown of thorns! It waséshualAnd He was alive!
Yerushalayim that the body oé¥hua had been stolen.And as suddenly as they hastognized Him, He had
And Ysef and Nakdimon had setdy sent us a mes-simply vanished! Disappeead without a trace!

sage to be on the lookout for the temple dudihey And they hadun almost all the way back teish-

had ovehead some of the Kohenim_ Gadolim Sayin%Iayim to tell us. &shua was alive and they had seen
that they had bribed the Roman soldiers who had beﬁﬂn Most of us wer so excited would could fy

guarding the tomb. They had given the soldiers gdar

Cof ' that £ us had qiiontain ourselves. But, on the other hand, some of us
amount of money 1o say that Some oT US had Come Qpf . /ey skepticalAnd, on the other hand, some of us
ing the night and stolen our La's body

just could not make up our minds.
h H(;WI r'?'?ut‘)US! NObOd}idW;;“d kever believe tgatfa And then, all of a suddeng&hua was standing theer
Ran . Lo Ishermen WOE b drta fe %n adSunt?b' %in the middle of theaom. Just like that! One minute He

oman Legionnags overt_ € body of a dead Rabul. asnt there. The next minute He was standing ¢hér
then, hadri’'those same priests just convicteshta of

. . ust tell you, that’something that you doisee ever
heresy based on the testimony of false witnesses t &1 And | must tell you something else; thatbme-
had bribed?And the Romans just loved any excuse fﬁiné you dort’forget — not evefet me tell’ you!
crucify a Jew whenever they couldéWst couldr’be '

careful enough, especially for the next few days. We stood the staring with our mouths hanging open.
We didnt know what to saywhat do you say to your

So hee we wee, sitting aound in the diningaom of best friend who was alive, and then He was dead, and

our friends fooming house, w?utlng f_or the meeting Il of a sudden He is alive again. | want to tell you, you
get stated. Miriams staff had’come in to clear away dont just say “Hello, Yeshua, and how was dinner in
the dinner dishes and the leftovers yet. Suddenlg thes ’ ’

) mmaus, and would you like some dgs&eshua?!”
was a knock at the dqgand | went to see who it was.
All of a sudden &Shua just smiled that wonderful

: _ smile of His that weamembezd so well, and He said to
head of the gtalrs, all out of &ath. | let them in the us, “Shalom alaychem! Peace to youkhd then he
room and quickly Iocked_ the door so tha_t theruld pulled up His sleeves, and he took off His sandals, and
be no chance that the spies of the Council would SeeI—Hesopened Hisabe like a mother about to feed her hun-
meeting together gry baby and He showed us the deep wounds the nails
K'lofah and Miriam told us that they had just rurhad made in His wrists and in His heels, and the terri-
almost all the way &m Emmaus, nearly seven miles, tble gash in His l#ast whee the Roman spear had
bring us some wonderful news! When the lunch meetipigrced His hear As happy as we weto see Him, His
had boken up, they said, they had gone up to Emmausther was ten times that happy | want to tell yod
to visit Miriams sisterand on the way they had beeshe hugged His neck and she kissed Hind then we
talking over the events of that mornidgstranger had were all hugging Him and kissing Him and hugging each
joined them on theoad, and had told them things aboubther and kissing each oth&nd some of us began sing-
the Mashiach that they had never consdidrefoe. This ing psalms of praise to God our Fathblessed be He.
stranger eally knew the Scriptes — especially the And many of us weipraying, and many of us veeshout-
Scriptues that wes about Mashiach! ing with joy and many of us werovecome with tears
L%f happiness. It was such a night as | shall neveyeipr
not in this life or in the next!

K'lofah and his wife, Miriam, werstanding at the

They told us that when they had arrived at Emma
the stranger had stéed to continue on up thead, but
they had offexd to buy Him dinner so they could listen As we slowly began tegain our composer, -
to some ma of His wonderful teachindnd then, as shua smiled at us again, and swept His arnosiad as
He had said the Brakah, the blessing, over treadly if to embrace the whol®@om as a mother hen gathers
they had gotten a good look at His hands! Eheee her chicks to heAnd again he said to us, “Shalom alay-
gaping holes that the nails of theoss had left in His chemAs the Father has sent Me, | also send ydund
wrists. Then they had looked raazlosely at His face then he went up to each of us anddihed on usAnd
and had seen the punctumarks on His f@head fom as He beathed on us he said to each one of us, “Re-
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ceive Ruach HaKodesh&nd suddenly we felt ourselvesdlessed be He.

being filled with joy and a feeling ofeat power And ‘eshua eached down and tooledmas hand

And then He said to us, “If you fgive the sins of and helped him to his feet, and said to him, “Have you
anyone, their sins will alady have been f@iven in  now believed because you have seen Me? Blessed ar
heaven; if youetain the sins of anyone, their sins wilthey who have not seen, and still believe.”

already have beeretain_ed in heaven.And so s_aying, Yeshua did and said many things and worked many
he gave us the authority to announce the K'ngdom\%nders thex among us in the next fprdays befa

Goc_JI and salvation to all men who wou&d:c_elve’ HIMas e returned home to the Fathénd as ¥chanan has
their Lo and Redeemgthe Holy One ofista’el. said in his saoll of the Gospel, | suppose that if all the
The next day when we finally locatesbina and told other things that &shua did wex written down, the
him that ¥shua had spent the evening with us, he tolrld itself could not contain all the books that would

us “Unless | see and touch the nail prints in His handse written.
and put my hand into the wound in His side, | will not

. o But | have come herto speak with you today so that
believe that He is alive.” b y Y

you may believe thak¥hua is the Mashiach, the Mes-
The first day of the next week we &irthe “Upper siah, the Son of HaSham; and that by believing you may

Room” again, and doma was with us,e¥hua again have eternal life in His name.

appeaed inside the lockesbom. “Shalom alaychem,”

He said. Then He looked straight inteomas face, and

said to him, “Reach heryour fingerand see My hands; ~ And so here ends the testimony/afdrew son of
and reach hee with your hand, and put it into My side;Yohah, brother of Shim’on Kefa, and servandbnai

and stop being an unbelieyand be a believer Yeshua HaMashiacAnd it is inYeshuas name that all
the Messianic Believers gathered together here in this

. . P - place invite you to receivéeshua HaMashiach as your
His k”e?s anq sau_al t@shua, _My Lod and my God! Lord and Savigrand to share with Him and with us the
addressing Him with that holiest of all Names that w

f the f ift of et [ life.
Jews had alwaysesewred for the Holy One Himself, Srace of God and the free gift of eternal life

As soon aseshua had said that to hinedma fell to
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